Activities of the state agency for refugees

within working group 24 “Justice and home affairs”
The State Agency for Refugees focuses its activities on the effective implementation of the asylum legislation; training of the staff and other personnel working on refugee issues; improvement of the conditions for integration of refugees with granted status in the Republic of Bulgaria.
Legal framework
The Law on Asylum and Refugees (LAR) was adopted by the National Assembly on 16 May 2002 (promulgated in the State Gazette, issue 54, dated 31 May 2002) and was enforced as of 1 December 2002. LAR complies with the 1951 Geneva Convention and the 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees as well as with the European Union Acquis in the field of asylum and refugees.
Matching the recommendations of the EU Common Position of 15 October 2003, a distinction was made between reasons for rejection of applications, discontinuance of the procedure for granting refugee status and humanitarian status, and for cessation and withdrawal of status, already granted. A draft Law on Amendment and Supplement to the Law on Asylum and Refugees was elaborated in March 2004 and was submitted to the National Assembly in April 2004. The Law was adopted on 24 March 2005.
Administrative capacity
Work on the project BG 2003/ 004-937. 08. 05 “Strengthening the accommodation capacity of the Bulgarian State Agency for Refugees” for the construction and equipment of two transit centres for asylum seekers continues. The first one is in Busmantsi village, near Sofia Airport; the second one is in Pastrogor village, near the Bulgarian-Turkish border.

The tender documentation was worked out under the twinning project BG0103.06 and was submitted to the EC Delegation in the beginning of 2004.

On 2 November 2004 permission for construction of the transit centre in Pastrogor was issued by the municipal administration of Svilengrad. 

The order for approval of the Detailed Structure Plan for the terrain area in Busmantsi village, issued by the Chief Architect of Sofia, has been appealed before Sofia City Court by 13 physical persons. Precondition for the issue of permission for construction of the transit centre in Busmantsi is the entry into force of the order for approval of the Chief Architect of Sofia.

The tender procedure for supervision of the transit centre in Pastrogor has already started. The 21 March 2005 is the dead-line for the offers of the local supervising companies.

Conditions for the implementation of some of the requirements under the Dublin II have been created. An opportunity is provided for taking fingerprints and other identifying features under the conditions and procedures envisaged by force of the legislation and in full respect to the personal dignity of the alien. (Article 60, Paragraph 2). By an order of the Minister of Interior and the Chairman of the State Agency for Refugees (8 March 2005) the officials who search the alien seeking protection, check the belongings carried by her/ him, take fingerprints and record other identifying peculiarities are designated. 
In order to ensure the full implementation of Dublin II and EURODAC upon accession, a working group has been set up between the State Agency for Refugees (SAR) and the relevant bodies of the Ministry of Interior (MoI), involved in fingerprint processing under EURODAC Regulation. The working group developed a project proposal for Phare Programme 2005 “Implementation of the EU Acquis in the field of asylum – Dublin II and EURODAC Regulations”, aiming to develop the national AFIS, the relevant network infrastructure and institutional building of Dublin II Office. The institutional framework for preparation of EURODAC/ Dublin II implementation is defined and responsibilities of the institutions involved are specified. The Co-ordination, Information and Analysis Directorate within the Ministry of Interior is responsible for the overall project management and will co-ordinate all the institutions, involved in the project - Research Institute for Forensic Sciences and Criminology, Migration Directorate, National Service Border Police within MoI and SAR. 

In the framework of the two ongoing projects, worked out by the State Agency for Refugees -“Enhancement of the Communication of the State Agency for Refugees with Society by Means of Electronic Media and the Press”, the selected companies develop an information awareness campaign, supporting the project BG2003/004-937.08.05.

With regard to the integration of refugees, by a CM Decision 93/ 16.02.2004 40000 leva have been granted for 40 refugees in the framework of the National Action Plan on Employment. The Plan includes a National Programme regarding social consultation, legal advice, psychological assistance in Labour Bureaus; job seeking; literacy and vocational training for refugees with a permanent address, registered in the Labour Offices. The Programme is carried out in collaboration with MLSP. The programme is approved by the Minister of labour and social policy in October 2004. A literacy course in Bulgarian language starts in the beginning of March 2005. Each of the participants is entitled to receive a grant for the days of attendance of classes. The amount of the sum is appointed in the National Action Plan on Employment for the corresponding year.
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